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Communities of Shalom

On Saturday moming, Augest 26,
over seventy-five people from across
Richmond s diverse commianities gathered
at Calvary UMC. Brought together by a
shared concern [or their commumines, and
hetr aesocuabon with Dared Methisdisg
Lirhan Mimstines of
Hschanond {LIMLUNE ),
these church miembsers,
pastors, and lesders of other
COMmaNIiY service
agencies attlended an emitial
consublation mesting to
lesim meore absmid the United
Misthasdiss Church’s best
practice madel fior

community development, e o el (standing) addresses

Commumities of Shalom
Communily of Shalom attendeas
M Saterday s meetang, Will i

D, Trakner for the General Board of Global Ministries Commaunities of Shalom imitiative,
spoke to the gathering about the nead for congreputions o work together to bring abso
a stwic of wholeness in thelr commamitics, where people experionce peace, jintice, health,
secunty, onemcss with nature and neighbor, and spiritwal renewnal

Al the end ol the meeting. seven churches had commited to work with the General
Baoard of Giliobal Ministrees bo participale in iraimng o prepane them for creating a
Community of Shalom in their neighborhoods. These churches wall establish leadersbup
tearma made up of commumnity members who, though they may not be members of thai
congregation, have vested inlerest in biinging positive angd sostainable change inéo their
commamity, Dunng five separste rmining events o conclude in Moy 3007 these chuarches
will identify the peeds and assets specific to them and 1o the community immediasely
surrounding their churches, Each Community of Shalom will collaboratively establish and
impiement o stnidegic plan for eshancing commumity assets and addressing community
necils. Throggeh this soork, Geod's Kingdoan s manifested moand among each person, Gumily
umnd neighborbaond (Luke 17:20)

The Richmond Dhistrict’s invodvement in the Communities of Shadom program was
initimed through UMUMR, which servies 1o resource and coordinate transformming
ministries of District churches. Rev, David Cooper, Executive Direcior of UMUMR and
the Richmwnd District Coordinatos of Communities of Shakem, envisions taking this
proven mode| for community development o the next level, ereating a City of Shulom by
linking Communities of Shalom. In onder 1o coowdinate this firss of ils kind for
Communities of Shalom regional effon, the Council for Creative Urban Ministry was
formed. The Cowncil will meet once a month for the next year and will lead the way
toward creating an increasingly mnified approach 1o addressing Richmond District urban
ministry effors, brnging ogether key persons from both urban snd suberban
comgregations, Richmond's human services agencies, city officuls, and other commatied
community members. Together, unified in Chnst, God’s kingdom of well-being in
Hichmongd a city of shalom will emerge, 5eek the shalom of the city, for in it's shalom you
will find your shalom (see Jeremish 29:7 5 -Aricle by Beth Reddish ard Dave Cooper

Purveyors of Hope:
Hands On In Mission

A:rj:irunn event for four of the

ntified mindstry focus areas of the

Richmond Dhstrict’s Urban Mindstry

Initiative will be hosted by United

Misthosdist Urban Mimistries of Richmond

o Clctoher 14 gt Cinder Park UNC, 1000

W, Laburnum Avenue, from 9 wm. ol

p.m. Participants may choose treining in

omse 0f the following focus arcas:

#Feeding and Food Divnbation - Get
acquuinted with one of ihe many feeding
ministries thai serve Richmond, Lenm
haovw you can be a part of o codrdinaied
ministry through our district’s churches.
This training will be led by menibers of
Crinter Park UMC and Rev. Ed Mantin,

# Education Thoough Mentoring —
Richmvond's youth are in desperaie need
of mentors. Receive training o become a
menior for elementary sl students
andl make a difference i the life of a child,
This training will be led by Mary Hetzel
of the Micah Initistive and Jennifer
Smith-5labacgh and Allison Roberts of
the Yirginia Mentoring Project,

# Affondable and Accessible Housing -
Suppon UMUME in creating mixed
income, mized use, affordable howsing in
parinership with the Better Housing
Coalition (HHC ) and others. This session
willl e liude o v of BHC facilities and
willl be ledd by Susan Smath of BHC,

& Medical Missions - Leam about health
cane services offered through CrossCvier
Minisiries. Receive raining and volusicer
i @ clinic thal serves Richmond™s most
neglocted commumnities, This training will
be ledd by Mary Moone, Administrative
Director of CrossDver Minisines,

T register call 23 1-9285 by October 5.
The cost of lunch for this training, prepared
by Mewe Vizloms, New Ventures, UMUMBR's
pamrcr in job skills development, s 510,49
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A Leiter from the ﬁuru—rinmm.lm'u
Dhistnict Conference November 19 ...
Dillard Fommn Movember 5-6,__
Dhistrict Opporitnites ...

= Lk bl Db




