The Perseverance of Shalom
by Barbara Wheeler

The Westminster Community of
Shalom recently broke ground for a
new community center. The new
building will be directly across from
their current home at Union Street
United Methodist Church.

The church hosts the current Boys &
Girls Club after school program that is %
operated by Westminster Community
of Shalom. The Community of ;
Shalom partners with local colleges to
recruit volunteers, and also works i
with the health department to promote :
drug prevention. Many of the children S8 5
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Shalom offers a safe and secure
environment for children to work on their homewarkd build relationships with their
neighbors.

Westminster Community of Shalom has also builtrgjreelationships with funding
partners. They have leveraged funding from thellgegernment, the annual conference
and local businesses to build their new facilitgn@nunities of Shalom training
encourages sites to use their local resources@ittldn community strengths to develop
their neighborhoods.

While financial capital is important to the redey@inent of a community, human capital
is also vital. The Westminster Community of Shalemard composition is a major
strength. Velva Cooper had plans to open her ompradit organization when she went
through Communities of Shalom training five yeage.d'l've always had a heart for
community development,” Cooper said.

The volunteer leadership of the Westminster ComtyiwafiShalom patiently planned
and waited for their vision of a new facility torae to fruition. Five years of leadership
development and resource gathering prepared fdothwelation that will be laid for the
new community center. In addition to the after sthpwogramming, Westminster
Community of Shalom plans to offer parenting classetivities for seniors, and health
awareness sessions.






